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Justification: 

In recent years there has been a growing need 

for the development of tools for environmental 

security assessment and for the management of 

environmental security issues. In this context, 

emerging risks about water resources and their 

relationship with more general environmental security 

concerns are particularly relevant. The strategic 

assessment of critical environmental factors is a 

necessary step for the prevention of conflict. These 

factors, especially in most of the African continent, 

have been identified in land use practices, 

deforestation, water scarcity, and water quality. 

Water scarcity and degradation are particular 

threats to human security, especially in many regions 

of Africa and the Middle East. South-Mediterranean 

countries are uniquely prone to threats to the quality 

of water normally exploited for human activities 

because of rapid industrial and urban development 

which can lead to uncontrolled (or poorly controlled) 

forms of pollution. 

Focusing on the African context, various 

partnerships and foundations have been formed 

during recent years, to address the most critical 

aspects at a high, informative level. One of the most 

discussed environmental security priorities emerging 

from those fora concerned the correct management 

and preservation of water resources. 

In such a context, and in order to enhance the 

analytical capability of institutions, closer and more 

frequent contact and collaboration among 

scientists/technologists and policymakers are strongly 

needed. This workshop represents an opportunity in 

this respect, within a context in which the north-

African countries belonging to the “Mediterranean 

Dialogue” group are ready to play a positive role, with 

the support of NATO countries. 

Scientific content: 
Environmental security assessment is gaining 

importance as a tool for the decision-making process. 

The scientific program of this ARW is inspired by this 

concept, and tries to contribute to build a bridge 

between policy/decision makers and the scientific 

community. 

The three-day ARW will explore different 

aspects of the environmental security assessment 

process, focusing on the assessment, monitoring and 

management of resources, with an overview of the 

related scientific knowledge.  

The workshop is organised into sessions 

covering specific topics. Scientific sessions will begin 

with an outlook of the emerging risks, seen from the 

point of view of experts in law and environmental 

rights, will go through the discussion of large scale and 

local scale monitoring frameworks, and will include an 

overview of existing methods and technologies for the 

identification of water resources, quality assessment 

and treatment. A session about selected case studies 

completes the scientific program of the ARW. 

Recent scientific literature, national and 

international directives, and also some national 

regulations have clearly highlighted the need of an 

effective effort to identify/develop efficient and 

comprehensive environmental and health indicators – 

and to link those indicators to security priorities. In 

fact, efficient strategies are generally the outcome of a 

harmonisation phase, which, in turn, depends on the 

exchange of information between relevant parties in 

addressing a problem or a potential threat.  

The idea to split the ARW into several short and 

sequential scientific sessions derives from the concept 

to provide an overview, which, although not 

exhaustive, will permit coverage of a wide range of 

interconnected topics which are critical to both 

scientists and policymakers.  

This approach is aimed at promoting an active 

capacity-building process in a context where many 

actors (both scientists and decision-makers) work 

separately with great competence, but often with 

limited communication and few opportunities for 

collaboration. Taking this into account, a highly 

multidisciplinary platform which involves scientists 

from Law studies, Hydrogeology, Information 

Technology, Geophysics and Geochemistry, will 

converge and interact in this project. 

Main outcomes: 
Capacity development comprises a wide range 

of issues, including the effective use, strengthening, 

and building up of human potential and institutional 

capacity, in order to undertake environmental security 

assessment (with an emphasis on water issues) and 

feed it into the decision-making process. 

The final wrap-up phase of this ARW is intended 

to engage invited Policymakers (government officials 

and stakeholders) in a discussion of how to promote a 

better link between relevant Parties. In particular, one 

target of this ARW will be to set up a R&D platform for 

the management of environmental resources, focused 

on water, and oriented to the environmental security 

issues of North African countries. All of this will give 

particular attention to the specific framework and 

needs of the Mediterranean Dialogue Countries, 

where Morocco offers an ideal point of contact 

between NATO and its partner countries within the 

African continent. 

 


