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Denmark - Innovation fund Denmark (IFD), 
independent research fund denmark (DFF)

Sweden – Vinnova, Swedish Research Council

Finland - Business Finland, Academy of finland

Norway – Innovation Norway, Forskningsrådet 

Iceland - rannis

Overview of research and innovation funding institutions in the Nordic countries

https://innovationsfonden.dk/en/programmes
https://dff.dk/en/application
https://www.vinnova.se/en/news/2019/08/funding--of-international-innovation-projects/
https://www.vr.se/english.html
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/for-finnish-customers/services/funding/
https://www.aka.fi/en/funding/
https://www.innovasjonnorge.no/en/start-page/eea-norway-grants/Programmes/
https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/apply-for-funding/international-funding/
https://en.rannis.is/funding/research


Innovation fund Denmark (IFD)
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Horizon 2020/

Horizon Europe

- JPI

- ERA nets

- Art. 185 calls

- Art. 187 calls

- FET FLAGSHIP

- JTI

NordForsk

- Digitalisation in the public sector

- Energy

- Sustainable aquaculture

- Nordic PerMed

Bilateral

programmes

- 10 Danish programme countries

- Other countries and regions

Funding for strategic research and innovation

”Any legal entity (such as an enterprise, a research institution or a public institution) in or 
outside Denmark, directly involved in the project activities, is eligible to apply or 
participate and receive funding from Innovation Fund Denmark.” (IFD Guidelines)

10-15 annual calls, around 100 financed Danish partners.  
Annual budget: DKK 150 million divided on a broad programme portfolio.

EUREKA

- GlobalStars calls

- (7 thematic clusters)

- (EUREKA network projects)

- EuroStars – (art. 185)
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Prioritised Calls in 2019 and 2020

Will be financed in 2019 Will be financed in 2020 

Bioresources

ETB*

Environment/Water

SSH**

Advanced Tech

SME

Life Sciences

JPI AMR Blue BioEconomy DK – Brazil 2019 Nordic Aquaculture DK – India 2020

RegSYS SES

JPI Ocean – Micro Plastic BioDivERsA BioDivERsA

JPND ERA PerMed GlobalStars - Japan – ICT Health Nordic PerMed

AAL GlobalStars - Singapore - Smart Cities JPI URBAN Nordic Digitalisation

QuantERA EUREKA - SMART Cluster EUREKA - AI & Quantum Computing DK - China 2020

EuroStars 10 EuroStars  11 EuroStars  12 EuroStars  13

* Energy, Transport and Building. **Social Science & Humanities

Innovation fund Denmark



 Salaries for personnel (VIP and TAP)
 Equipment (exceeding DKK 500,000 per item, excluding overhead/administrative expenses)
 Operating expenses (including equipment up to DKK 500,000 per item)
 Overhead

DFF 2019

What expenses does DFF generally support?

Independent research fund Denmark (DFF) 

Danish fund for bottom-up research

General requirements
”DFF has as its objective to advance and strengthen Danish research, understood in a broad sense. Therefore, 
DFF has no requirements as to applicants’ citizenship, the location of research institutions or the 
specific geographic location where the research activities in question will be carried out. In every case, 
DFF will assess an application based on whether the project in question benefits Danish research. 
(DFF Guidelines)



Zentrales Innovationsprogram Mittelstand
(ZIM)

Open for collaboration projects with Finland (Business Finland) and 

Sweden (VINNOVA)

https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Publikationen/flyer-zim-international.html


Novo Nordisk Foundation (private funding)

https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grants/


Innovation centre Denmark

Silicon Valley
Boston

Munich

Tel Aviv

New Delhi +

Bangalore

Seoul

Shanghai

HQ CPH

Sao Paulo
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• Commercial Innovation

• Consultancy and networks

• Internationalisation of SMEs

• Collaboration with 
foreign authorities and 

universities

• Research & higher
education partnerships

• Investment promotion

• Foreign companies, investors & 
VC’s

• Increase investments in Denmark

Invest in 
Denmark

& Tech 
Ambassador

Danish 
Ministry of 

Higher 
Education & 

Science

The Trade Council,
Danish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs



Innovation Centre

Denmark

Advisory 

function

Tech 

Scouting
Start-up 

programmes
Research and higher 

education

ICDK services

Delegation visits 

from political 

decision-makers, 

industry & research 

institutions



ICDK Science and higher education collaboration

INNOVATION CENTRE DENMARK - We boost growth, employment and knowledge in Denmark through internationalisation of Danish companies and research

Ulrik Kjølsen Olsen

Research Attaché & Consul

Innovation Centre Denmark -

Munich

Phone: +49 171 309 6314

Email: ulkjol@um.dk

Website / LinkedIn / Twitter

Contact Strengthening collaboration between the danish research and 

innovation ecosystem and strong players in Germany, austria and 

switzerland (dach)

Providing access to new networks and key players

Identifying relevant funding opportunities

Matchmaking e.g. through workshops and roundtables

Mappings and analyses: ”ICDK Outlook”

Planning of delegation visits within research and higher education

Communication on collaboration opportunities and policy 

intiatives of relevance to the danish R&I ecosystem through blog, 

Twitter etc. 

Policy and input to the Danish ministry of higher education & science

mailto:ulkjol@um,dk
https://ufm.dk/en/research-and-innovation/international-cooperation/global-cooperation/innovation-centres-and-attaches/innovation-center-denmark-munich
https://dk.linkedin.com/in/olsenulrik
https://twitter.com/ulrikolsens
https://ufm.dk/en/research-and-innovation/international-cooperation/global-cooperation/innovation-centres-and-attaches/innovation-center-denmark-munich
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/ikt-dating-i-wien-ulrik-kj%C3%B8lsen-olsen/
https://www.digitales-daenemark.de/newsdetails/die-digitale-schule-in-deutschland-und-in-daenemark/
https://ufm.dk/en/publications/2019/danish-collaboration-with-innovative-clusters-in-southern-germany
https://ufm.dk/blogs/ulrik-kjolsen-olsen/kunstig-intelligens-skal-ned-pa-jorden/
https://twitter.com/ulrikolsens?lang=da

